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 PARENT CONNECTION 
“Spring” Issue – 2018

 

From the desk of Ms. Jeanette…. March is Reading Month 
 
While spending the weekend with my 2 year old granddaughter, she 

must have asked me to read to her countless books. With each book 

she painstakingly chose from her bookshelf she had the same 

routine. She would climb up into the bed and position herself just 

right in my lap and open the story. Several of the books you could 

tell she had heard many times and was able to finish sentences I 

read or predict what was about to be said. If I happened to skip a 

page she would remind me of what I missed. As we went from book 

to book it reminded me of this message…it’s not about the story..           
 

So often what are most important to a child are not the things or gifts they get but the moments shared. 

Spending time with someone has much greater impact then the gift given. Often in class when I ask the 

students during Show and Tell who gave them the toy or item they often cannot remember. But when talking 

about an event that was experienced, all hands come up to tell me when and with whom they did the same 

thing. Those memories stay. They are very vivid in a sensorial way by how it felt, what it smelled like, what 

was eaten, and what things looked like. The experiences can be simple; going sledding, cooking together, 

playing in the rain, making mud pies, blowing bubbles, fishing, etc. The ideas are endless. 
 

As I get back to the subject of reading, it is very easy to pinpoint the students in class that are read to 

regularly. They are the ones who are engaged in the discussion. They are the ones who are able to deduce 

what the answer is. They are the ones who understand the vocabulary. They are the ones who have questions 

because they are curious. They also are the ones who later can entertain themselves with their toys because 

their imagination has been enhanced and expanded through their exposure to books. Also, the best story 

writers are those who are read to regularly. 
 

Finally, for those of you who want to see the science behind it reading requires parts of the brain to be used 

that are not used when watching a video. It enhances the neuropathways and improves brain function. And if 

you fast forward to old age the brain-stimulating activities from reading have shown to slow down cognitive 

decline in old age with people who have read over their lifetimes. 
 

I have given the benefits of reading emotionally, intellectually and scientifically.  Finally, to demonstrate the 

benefits of reading, physically you can become so involved in an interesting book it can be a weight loss aid 

because you can’t put the book down to eat.  
 

Reading Is The Total Package So Lose Yourself In a Story ~ Ms. Jeanette 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Why A Montessori Kindergarten Program? 

There are three reasons for this… 
 

1. Advanced Academics – (Montessori Reading, Writing and Math) The Kindergarten year is the culmination of a 

tremendous amount of preparatory work.  Reading becomes more advanced and joyful with awareness of the 

story.  Workbooks, journals, and story writing is encouraged.  Math concepts, with a strong foundation in math 

operations, are included.  Math understanding moves from the concrete to the abstract level in thinking. 

 

2. Cultural Areas – (Geography and Science) Geography and Science are an integral part of the Montessori 

curriculum.  Each year we hold a ‘Science Fair’ that the kindergarten students participate in.  Also, the child is 

exposed to Geography with maps, time lines and cultural celebrations.  We are preparing our students for 

today’s international and competitive climate. 
 

3. Social Development: The child has a chance to be a ‘leader’ (a senior) who has the opportunity to mentor, 

teach and read to the younger ones, thus building self-esteem, leadership and a strong academic foundation.  
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Friday, May 4th 
Spring Concert  

and  

Kindergarten Graduation 
 

 

6:30 PM at Walled Lake Central 

High School in Walled Lake 

NO PM Daycare available on 

this day 
 

 

 

  

 
Go to our website at … 
bloomfieldmaplesmontessori.com  
and read the newsletter, check-out 
upcoming events and calendar, learn 
what is new in the school, etc…   
 
Stay Connected! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

❖ Office Notes/Payments 

Please hand important papers to a staff 

member or turn them into the office.  

Please check your child’s backpack daily 

for messages that have been sent home. 
 

❖ Children’s Belongings 

It is very important that you label your 

child’s belongings including the lunchbox, 

backpack, shoes, coats, mittens, hats, 

sweaters and anything else that your child 

brings into the school.  Please check our 

“Lost and Found” box if your child is 

missing any of his/her belongings. 
 

❖ Change of Clothes 

Please remember to keep your child’s spare 

box of clothing filled and replace when 

needed. 
 

❖ Summer Camp Program 

We will be offering a 5 or 3 Day Summer 

Camp Program for children 18 months to 7 

years of age.  The program will start the 

week of June 11th and run through July 

27th.  Please stop in the office for more 

information and/or registration papers. 

Siblings of current students are welcome 

to attend. 

 

❖ Green Health Forms 

The State of Michigan requires each 

student to have a yearly physical form, 

signed by a physician, and kept on file at 

his/her school.  If your child will be 

getting his/her yearly check-up now or 

during the summer, please get a green 

health form from the BMMC office. 
 

❖ Outdoor Recess 

Please dress your child appropriately for 

outdoor play.  Please keep in mind, cotton 

gloves and snow pants become very wet 

and dirty when the snow begins to thaw.  

Please check them daily.  Also, please 

continue to wear boots during the muddy 

Spring weather. 

 

❖ Science Fair 

We look forward to seeing all the parents 

on Thursday, March 8th from 10:00 a.m. to 

11:30 a.m. for our 28th Annual Science 

Fair.  We will also be conducting 

conferences in our school on Thursday, 

March 8th and Friday, March 9th.  (There 

will be NO regular school on these days.

 

 

The First Blooms Of Spring  

Always Make My Heart Sing  ~   

Ms. Diane and Ms. Elizabeth  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

“The first duty of love is to listen” ~ Paul Tillich 
 

 

Q:  What do you call a bee who can’t make up his mind? 

A:  A maybe 



 

 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

The groundhog saw his shadow but we can only hope that he made a mistake.   The 

children enjoyed coloring and cutting out their own groundhog and shadow picture.   

They were very excited to bring home their creation.   The winter has been brutal and 

as much as snow is a lot of fun, I think enough is enough.  Roll on spring! 
 

We have had to have far too many indoor recesses.   The rule is the temperature has 

to “feel like 20’f or above” to take the children outside. Occasionally when we come in 

the children enjoy hot chocolate as a special treat.   Please continue to send the 

children’s snow pants and gloves etc.  Even if there is no snow, they still need this 

clothing to keep them warm.   Take the time to check the temperature in the morning 

with your children.  Its best to be over dressed for outdoor play than under dressed.   
 

We have talked about the outdoors and how the little animals and birds survive the cold.  We discussed in 

great detail, migration and hibernation.  We have been feeding the birds, enjoying the close-up view of the 

stunning male cardinals, a variety of woodpeckers and many other types of birds learning their names as we 

observe. 
   

The Science Fair is coming upon us and we have 

been talking about science and presenting some 

basic science experiments.  The hyacinth bulbs 

continue to bring us pleasure.  The classroom 

smells beautiful.   We have planted an amaryllis 

bulb to compare the pace of growing and it is 

already very tall. Please choose a science project 

topic with your child that they are showing an 

interest in and that is age appropriate. This makes 

the experience fun and fulfilling for your child and 

for you.    For example, if your child loves bugs, do 

a project on bugs.     After the Science Fair we 

ask that the projects be left in school.  The 

children will then present their own project to the 

class during the course of the week following.   

This exercise helps to build their confidence, and 

they love being ‘the teacher’.  They especially 

enjoy asking if the rest of the children have any 

questions about their project and then answering 

them.  
 

In Geography, we are continuing learning about 

the continents, where they are on the map, what 

animals they would find living there, traditional 

costume and any other interesting facts.  This is a 

great opportunity for Parent’s to come in and 

share any knowledge they have with the children 

or read a book to them about the particular 

continent.   Please let me know if you would like to 

present.  The children are enjoying opening the 

suitcase containing items and artifacts of the 

particular continent we are talking about.   We ask 

the children if they have any objects of their own 

that they are willing to lend to the Continent 

suitcase, to please bring them in.   This could also 

be a show and tell opportunity.  The Continents we 

still have to study are Australia, Asia, Africa, and 

Europe. 
 

In Math we are working on 

time.   Please take every 

opportunity to discuss the 

time you do things and 

pointing out the time on the 

clock.  We will be looking at 

money and the various coin 

values.  Continue to always 

count with your child and 

point out numbers in the everyday world.   We will 

also be measuring. 
 

Please read to your child every day.  This helps 

your child build up concentration, imagination and 

vocabulary.  Be a role model and show your child 

that you read books, have a family reading hour.   

Turn off the electronics.    

 

We thank you wholeheartedly for taking time out of your day to spend the morning with your child on “Bring 

Your Parent To Work Week”.   It was a great experience for your child to share their working day with you.  

We enjoyed having you.    
 

 

Pre K and K 1 Classroom News 
Ms. Cheryl - Directress 

 



 

 

It’s so wonderful to see what a caring bunch of children we have in our classroom.   The children are enjoying 

paying compliments to each other. No sooner have we emptied the mailbox and passed out the compliments, it 

is full again.    Giving and receiving compliments gives them an equal amount of 

pleasure.  They can’t stop smiling.   You will see these little notes coming home 

in their backpacks.  Sometimes they may ask you to help them write a note or 

draw a picture at home for their classmate.  Then they can mail it in class the 

next day.   
 

Chewy our pet rabbit continues to bring a lot of love and joy to the children 

and everyone at school.  He has quite the reputation.   Thank you very much to 

Sid’s family for helping to take care of Chewy during some of the breaks.  We 

really appreciate knowing he has another vacation home. 

 

Nature Does Not Hurry And Yet Everything Is 

Accomplished ~ Ms. Cheryl, Ms. Meg, Ms. Kelly and Ms. Gloria 
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I’m happy to say we’ve begun working on the music that we’ll be singing in 

our Spring Concert. Your children are enjoying learning new songs and 

getting excited about sharing with their families later this school year. It’s all very top 

secret, unless of course your children are singing these songs in the car and at home 

(which I hope they are). 
 

As the seasons change we sing songs and tell stories that align with 

the theme of the seasons and holidays. Along with our songs and 

stories I continue to introduce movement activities that expand 

learning from a multi-sensory approach. 
 

I truly enjoy the enthusiasm and participation from our little ones. 

Their engagement broadens their music and story comprehension and 

they love it so. We look forward to sharing some of what we’ve learned 

this year at our spring program. 
 

Musically and Creatively Yours ~ Ms. Karen 

Celebrating The Chinese 
New Year! 

 
A special thank you to Ms. Wong (Mia’s 

mom), Mr. Zhou (Symphonie’s dad) and 

Ms. Becky for their presentation to all 

the students on how China celebrates 

their New Year.   
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Spring has sprung and the fun has just begun!  It has been a long time since we 

have been able to go outdoors and are very much looking forward to it.  When 

the temperature reaches 30 and above at 11am we will be going out.  Please be 

sure your child is dressed appropriately for outdoors.  Reserve one pair of 

shoes/boots and coat for school.  Multiple pairs of shoes are difficult to keep 

track of, as the toddlers cannot always verbalize what is theirs.   
 

Please encourage your child to walk to our door; this fosters a sense of 

independence and aids in the separation process.   
 

As the school year progresses and the toddler attention span increases we have more opportunities for 

growth and learning.  This is the time when it is most apparent what the child is gaining from our learning 

environment. We have expanded our math work to include counting objects and matching the quantity 

counted to the number.  Counting with your child at home is fun and easy (just about anything can be 

counted).  In practical life we will be washing a baby, teaching the children how to be gentle with a baby and 

learn essentially how to wash themselves.  In art we will be stringing small materials and crafting necklaces. 
 

Work time is a very important part of our Montessori curriculum.  Our scheduled work time begins at 9:00 

AM.  When a child arrives late they are missing valuable work time and lessons as well as interrupting the 

rest of the class including Music and Spanish on Tuesdays and Wednesdays.  To get the most out of your 

toddlers Montessori experience, please arrive on time. This will prevent interruptions and keep the classroom 

running smoothly. Unless your child is sick, have them attend all of their scheduled days. Regular attendance 

maintains their progress.   
   

Thank you to all of our parents for providing such healthy snacks and helping to establish healthy eating 

habits early!  We have been truly impressed with the selection of snacks, and are very appreciative. Thank 

you so much!  
 

 

PRACTICAL LIFE:  

• Scooping and straining 

• Stringing small material 

• Buttoning and zipping 

• Packing and unpacking a lunchbox 

ART: 

• Tearing paper 

• Cutting with scissors on 

the line 

• Painting on the easel and 

color mixing 

• Stringing small material 

for necklaces 

• Gluing shapes to make a 

house 

 

 

MATH: 

• Matching symbol with quantity 

• Learning numerals 

1-10 

• Counting objects 

LANGUAGE: 

• Matching 

classmates pictures 

• Categorizing like 

items 

• Sequencing 

SENSORIAL: 

• Color matching 

• Size discrimination 

• Creating patterns 
 

“Each day of our lives we make deposits in the memory banks of our children”   -   Charles Swindall 
 

Keep Your Face Towards The Sunshine And Shadows Will Fall Behind You ~ 

Ms. Heidi, Ms. Sana and Ms. Debbie 

 

Toddler Classroom News 
Ms. Heidi - Directress 
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It has been a beautiful winter. The snow on the trees, the fluffy piles to play 

in and the contrast of the cardinals against the white background is so 

scenic. We are always hopeful that Spring is around the corner. We love the 

return of what was absent. Seeing the appearance of new leaves, fresh grass 

and the animals that had left are wonderful as Spring unfolds. 

 

Although the students have made great progress 

there is still so much to learn in the months ahead. 

We begin by continuing to add new and fun 

materials to our Practical Life area.  We will be 

starting to use tools from our workbench. These 

are real child-size tools so the students can cut, 

sand, hammer and have fun. 

 

In Language we continue 

to add readers to our 

reading group. These 

students are so proud of 

the hard work put in to 

learn to read and are 

excited to share stories 

with their family.  We also 

are talking with the 

students on what makes a 

good story and as a group 

will practice making our own stories. They will 

learn about settings, characters, the problem, the 

solution, and the outcome. The older students will 

write and illustrate their own stories.  

 

In Math we are working 

hard learning about 

currency. We will polish 

it, sort it, identify it, 

find multiple ways to get 

equal values and for 

some to work with math 

problems. This is a good 

opportunity for parents 

to talk about earning 

and saving money. 

Children can work 

toward something they 

want to buy. They also may begin earning an 

allowance by having regular responsibilities. The 

older students are learning to work through story 

problems and how to identify what operation 

needs to be used. Clocks will be introduced. 

 

Writing continues to be diligently worked on. 

Neatness is very important when writing and is 

expected by the older students.  They are 

expected to write a complete sentence including 

capitalization and punctuation. They also are 

working on proper spelling and creativity. The 

younger students are working toward better 

control, formation and line placement. 

 

We are focusing a lot of our attention on Science 

activities in preparation for our annual Science 

Fair Thursday, March 8th. The students enjoy 

learning about different science concepts. We 

hope to have a great turn out of both displays and 

attendance on this fun day. 

 

In Botany the students will learn about the needs 

of and proper care of a plant. We will plant bulbs 

that the students will care for. In order to teach 

responsibility, the students will be accountable for 

their own plant and will learn the consequences if 

they don’t care for it. We also will be learning 

about fish and the mammals along with the human 

body. 

 

In Geography we will continue to learn about Asia 

and then move our attention to Africa. Africa 

presents so many different climates, dress, and 

customs that the children will enjoy learning 

about. If you have something related to the 

subject that you would like to share with the class 

please let us know. 

 

The Majestic Beauty Of Winter Will Soon Be Replaced By The Unfolding Of 

Spring  ~  Ms. Jeanette, Ms. Beth, Ms. Sue and Ms. Julia 

 
 

Pre K and K 2 Classroom News 
Ms. Jeanette - Directress 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Even though January and February seemed to go by quickly, it feels as 

though winter has been here for far too long! However, no matter how 

long our winters, the uplifting Michigan spring is sure to follow. Leaving 

‘snow days’ and cold weather behind, we look forward to the upcoming 

months. Filled with positive energy, we are ready to learn. Here is an 

update on what’s happening in the Pre-K 3 classroom. 
 

 

Practical Life: 

The Practical Life area of our classroom is 

booming with activities children enjoy doing.  

After working extensively with our Dressing 

Frames and learning to button, zip, buckle and tie 

we can now dress ourselves independently. Please 

allow your child to practice those skills at home as 

this will become a great confidence builder. March 

is National Nutrition Month. During work time, we 

will bake a few gluten-free and organic goods, 

learn how to set a table, practice pouring water 

for ourselves, and will even make simple yet 

beautiful flower arrangements.  
 

Sensorial: 

Most of our students have mastered building the 

Binomial Cube and the Arithmetic Cube. Currently, 

the Trinomial Cube is on the Sensorial shelf and 

many students persevere with learning its very 

challenging constructing. Children enjoy working 

with Color Box #3 and are learning to recognize 

and name shapes of Polygons. We have also 

introduced Extensions to fundamental Montessori 

materials (combining two or three Sensorial 

activities) to further sharpen concentration and 

visual discrimination. 
  

Language: 

Theodor Seuss Geisel would have been 114 years 

old today.  We have celebrated Dr. Seuss’s 

birthday by reading some of his classics. “A, B, C. 

An Amazing Alphabet”, “Green Eggs and Ham”, 

“Fox in Sox”, and “One Fish, Two Fish” quickly 

became our favorites. In the classroom, we make 

time to read aloud every day. Please build this 

practice into your daily routine because frequent 

reading to your child(ren) promotes language 

development and early literacy skills. In addition 

to daily reading, core Montessori language 

materials are being used. Younger students work  

 

on letter sound recognition and blending sounds to 

form words. The older group is working with 

Movable Alphabet building phrases and sentences 

and writing them on paper. Kindergartners are 

mastering their penmanship while writing in their 

journals. 
 

Math: 

In math, we now skip-count by 2, 5, and 10 as well 

as count out loud to 100.  Measuring objects and 

telling time on the analog clock proved to be a lot 

of fun so please encourage this at home as well. 

Youngest children in our classroom practice their 

rote counting and number writing. Older students 

are busy counting and labeling short bead chains 

(squaring chains). They also take turns 

constructing the 45 Layout – a staple of didactic 

Montessori math material. This hands-on activity 

shows a child the hierarchy of numbers and helps 

him/her understand their quantities. Setting up 

the Layout could be time consuming and students 

build it independently or they collaborate, working 

in small groups. Our Kindergartners are mastering 

static and dynamic addition, multiplication, 

division, and subtraction.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pre K and K 3 Classroom News 
Ms. Stacy/Ms. Monika - Directress 

 



 

 

Geography: 

This year’s Winter Olympics in Pyeong Chang, 

South Korea marked the beginning of our journey 

throughout the world. After spending some time in 

Asia, we are now exploring Europe and will travel 

to North America in April. We will talk about 

different countries and their cultures, animals, 

food and will learn to recognize their flags. We all 

look forward to seeing “The Country I Learned 

About” presentations prepared by our students. 

This exercise in “public speaking” gives children a 

chance to show their work, use full sentences 

when talking, and overall it serves a great 

confidence builder. Please help your child by 

practicing his/her presentation at home.

 

Bloom Where You Are Planted  ~  Ms. Monika, Ms. Sheila and Ms. Maysoon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Due to the weather we have been stretching and exercising indoors for the past few months.  The shuttle run, 

the standing broad jump, and the running jump are always a favorite with the children.  They really 

enjoy competing against each other.  We also work on a horizontal bar to do right angle arm hangs and pull-ups. 

  

In addition to our weekly program of sit-ups, push-ups, and numerous stretching exercises we are practicing 

throwing and catching balls.  This in turn helps the children with their hand and eye coordination and throwing 

better when we play dodge ball.    

 

Each week we review how important proper nutrition is.  The children enjoy naming their favorite fruits and 

vegetables. 

  

Spring is on its way!  We are very excited to begin outdoor activities which will include soccer and the relay 

race along with other fun activities!! 

 

Staying Fit ~ Mr. Roby 
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We are reviewing all the past vocabulary and introducing daily greetings 

through songs.  In addition, the children are learning the Spanish words for the 

weather and days of the week.  Please review the following vocabulary with 

your child: 
 

 

lampara - lamp                 

sofa - sofa                           

tele - television 

cama - bed                          

mesa - table                                  

silla - chair 

estufa - stove                         

refri - refrigerator                             

espejo - mirror

 

LOS DEPORTES (SPORTS): 
 

futbol - soccer                        

natacion - swim                               

tenis - tennis 

golf - golf                         

beisbol - baseball                      

baloncesto - basketball 

volibol - volleyball                

patinar - rollerblading                   

esquiar - skiing

The students can make sentences using these words: 

Me gusta jugar golf - ( I like to play golf )  Me gusta la natacion - ( I like to swim ) 

Me gusta patina - ( I like rollerblading  )
 

 

EASTER VOCABULARY: 

conejo - bunny                             

canasta - basket 

flores   - flowers                           

huevos  - eggs 
 

A few ways I like to teach the children Spanish is by playing bingo and a matching game using Easter eggs!! 

Ask your child how we play the Elephant game and the Hot Potato game during Spanish Class.  They love it!!  

Songs we are singing:   

“A donde“  

“A caminar“  

"La tortuga Tomasa" 

“La casa loca“     

"Sol - solecito"  

 

Feliz  Primavera - Happy Spring  ~  Senora Melba 

Spanish Class 

A Special Thank you… 
 

• To all the students who helped at our Open House with the “working classroom”. 

You’re awesome. 
 

• To the parents who were mentors for the incoming prospective parents. You’re the 

best! 
 

• We thank you wholeheartedly for taking time out of your day to spend the morning 

with your child on “Bring your Parent to work week”.   It was a great experience for 

your child to share their working day with you.   
Valentine’s Day Pancake Breakfast 

Thank You Parents 
 

You helped serve over 300 pancakes and sausages to 

our students. 

 

We also collected and donated over 300 lbs. of 

personal care items to ‘Open Door Outreach Center’ in 

Waterford through your generous donations 



 

 

 

 

Reading and Writing are not just cognitive skills taught through curriculum 

materials.  They are not a body of knowledge to be passed on.  Instead they need to 

be viewed as a form of social behavior, requiring interactions with others and a 

supportive environment.  Children can learn to write and read as naturally as they 

learned to talk when provided with rich, interactive materials within a meaningful, 

functional, nurturing social context. 
 

Reading and writing successfully takes place in a classroom when the materials are 

organized in a manner that the child finds them functional, pleasurable and 

meaningful.  When a child is directed through the reading and writing curriculum, the learning process is 

slower and more difficult for all, regardless of the child’s abilities. 
 

When a child is ready to learn his sounds, he is presented sandpaper letters in lower case form.  He is able to 

see the letters, feel the letters and is told the sound of the letters.  There is a special name for the 

lesson given:  It is called a ‘Three Period Lesson’:  

• First Period: Association of seeing object with its name: “This is (sound m)” 

• Second Period: Recognition of object with its name: “Show me (sound m) or point to (sound m)” 

• Third Period:  Remembering the name of object when holding it or pointing to it: “What sound is this” 
 

This is the beginning of a child understanding what letters are and how we use them in language.  Prior to this 

stage, there are numerous pre-language skills that have to be accomplished. 

 

The Oral and Auditory development:  

 Conversations, questions, listening skills 

 Poems and nursery rhymes 

 Finger plays and Songs 

 Reading stories 

 Listening games and silence games 

 Rhyming, objects, pictures, board games 

 I spy 
 

Visual Preparation 

 All sensorial materials 

 Puzzles 

 Matching 

 Sorting 

 Sequencing 

 

Motor Preparation 

 Practical life 

 Materials with knobs 

 Painting 

 Picking up small objects 

 Tracing 

 Cutting 

 Chalkboard  

 Metal inset work 

 Paperwork



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The letters of the alphabet are cut 

out in the finest sandpaper (or the 

same effect gained commercially by 

another method) mounted on a strong 

background. The vowels are mounted 

on a pale blue card and the consonants 

on a pale pink background. The letters 

are mounted with sufficient space on 

either side to hold them steady. They 

can be used by either right-handed or 

left-handed children.   

 

Montessori recognized that young 

children learn by touching, listening 

and looking. She reasoned that 

stroking a sandpaper letter while 

hearing the sound of the letter and 

simultaneously seeing its form 

provided children with multiple 

opportunities to learn the sound and 

the visual shape of the letter.  Since 

a motor pattern should be learned 

correctly the first time, it is very 

important that the child trace 

properly formed letters. This helps 

him develop a good pattern for 

handwriting, an important step in 

learning to write. 

 

In the Montessori approach, the 

sounds of the letters are taught 

before the child is introduced to the 

names of the letters. The child first 

becomes aware of these phonetic 

sounds when the teacher introduces 

them with the Sandpaper Letters. 

 

The teaching of the sounds and 

letters is through a multi-sensory 

approach. The child hears the sound, 

sees its representation in the form of 

a letter and feels the way it is 

written as the child feels the letter 

with his fingers.  
 


