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 From the desk of Ms. Jeanette…. 
 

A couple of weeks ago we had an educational evening meeting for parents entitled “Understanding Montessori”. 
 

We were delighted to have a special speaker, Ms. Usha Mangrulkar for the evening.  Ms. Mangrulkar is the founder 

of Bloomfield Maples Montessori started in 1983.  She was happy to come and talk to our parents about the philosophy 

of Montessori and how Montessori classrooms at all levels nurture each child’s individual strengths and interests.  
 

She touched on many aspects of Montessori which included the importance of the prepared environment, materials 

that support child development, and teachers who through observation are able to give materials that match the 

developmental pace that is the child’s. 

 

So what was the takeaway from this evening? What inspired you the most about what Ms. Mangrulkar had to say?  

Maria Montessori has influenced so many since 1907 when she opened her first “Casa dei Bambini”. This is what one 

parent has said to how the Montessori Method has changed so much about her parenting.   

(Excerpt from The Kavanaugh Report)  

                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

She has changed how I parent, how we create spaces in our home, and how I am as a person.  
 

Patience 
Dr. Montessori has made me more patient. I still wouldn't call myself a patient person, but I'm getting better. She has opened my eyes 
to the importance of waiting, of just giving children time. This has happened mostly through practical life. Watching a child scoop 
batter into a bowl, wipe up a spill, or kneed bread. That forces you to be patient. To watch a child sit and struggle and struggle to fold 
a shirt, that forces you to be patient. And, it's all so worth the reward. Seeing the joy and satisfaction that a child gets from me just 
keeping it together and giving them that time is amazing. It can't be beat.  
 

Observant  
Montessori has taught me to observe! It's the most important role of the adult. We must always observe. I think there were so many 
times before Montessori where I would make assumptions about my child, and if I had just taken a step back and watched before 
asserting myself, I would have seen such a different situation. She has taught me to take time to watch, not to react. To observe my 
children in play, at work, and as they struggle. It's in these observations that we can often get the answers to why they are doing 
something, or how we can better serve them. Without Montessori, I'm not sure that I would be the observer that I strive to be today.  
 

Intentional 
Montessori has made me more intentional, in everything that I do. She has taught me to be intentional with my words. Intentional 
with the materials we put in our home. Intentional with the activities we engage in. Intentional in every sense of the word. She has 
given us the gift of childhood. Childhood is living, and living to the fullest. It's not the time of life where we are just waiting to be 
adults. It is life. And, this time deserves as much thought and purpose as any other period in a person's existence. She has made me 
think about the details, the beauty in our home, and all the little things.  
 

Flexible 
Maria Montessori has asked me to be flexible and follow the child. I have learned to put my plans/desires/timeline/wishes aside and 
follow my child. She has taught me that a child has their own path and one that they inherently will follow. And being more flexible 
has its perks! My children have led me to beautiful places. But, it's not always easy letting go of what we think should happen and 
trusting. And, I sincerely thank Maria Montessori for opening my eyes to this need.  
 

http://www.bloomfieldmaplesmontessori.co/


 

 

Montessori’s goals for children are often in alignment with a parent’s own goals for their children: that children 

respect and care for the people and things around them, have fun while they learn, and take responsibility for their 

actions. 
 

We hope that you were able to reflect upon things that you are doing that work well, how you can approach things 

differently and to know that parenting is always a process and a journey. We hope you enjoyed the evening. 

 

Never Do For A Child What He Is Capable Of Doing Himself – Ms. Jeanette 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winter Weather 
 

 

Remember to dress your child in appropriate clothing, for both indoor and outdoor play; winter 

coat, waterproof mittens (NOT gloves), hat, snowpants and boots.   

 

Minimum temperatures (this includes wind chill) for outdoor play: 

PreK/Kindergarten: 20 degrees 

Toddlers:  30 degrees  

 

On “bad weather” days, please check the BMMC website or watch your local news channel for any 

school updates.  A mass email will also be sent to parents with notification of any school closings.  

Bloomfield Maples Montessori Center will close, due to inclement weather, only if you see our school 

name specifically mentioned.   

The teacher as an observer, always ready to guide and 
direct, whose purpose was to keep alive the child’s 

enthusiasm for learning, without interfering with the 
child’s efforts to teach himself 



 

 

❖ Change of Clothes:  Winterize your child’s “Cubby Clothes”.  

Please make sure the extra clothes are warm; long sleeve white 

shirts and blue pants.  (Please label all clothing with your child’s 

name.) 
 

❖ Hot Lunch Program:  Try our new hot lunch program, provided by Homemade Lunch Services, for the month of 

December.  Both the students and the staff have been enjoying the convenience and variety of their delicious 

and healthy meals. 
 

❖ Thanksgiving Feast Baskets: Our students and staff will be assembling “Thanksgiving Feast Baskets”, with food 

donations from all of our BMMC families. The baskets will be given to local families in need, so they too can share 

in a traditional Thanksgiving Feast Celebration. Notes have been sent home. 
 

❖ Holiday Gift Giving Program:  Please participate in our “Holiday Gift Giving” program and help a family 

in need by purchasing a warm winter coat, hat and gloves for a child.  In the front hallway are tags 

with the different sizes that are needed.  Please take a moment, to pick a ‘tag’ and help a child keep 

warm this winter. 
 

❖ Parent Communications: 

− Please make sure that your child’s teacher is notified of any injury that may have happened at home. When 

we see a scrape or bump, we want to care for the student properly. 

− Please give notes directly to staff/office and label with your child’s name. Unfortunately we are unable 

to check your child’s backpack every day.  Also, when your child comes home, please make sure to check his 

or her bag daily for notes from school. 

− Parents please make sure you update your child’s “Emergency White Card” if any of your important 

information has changed. 

− In addition, we ask that you call the school if your child will be absent for any reason. 
 

Leaves Are Falling, Autumn Is Calling - Ms. Diane & Ms. Elizabeth 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office Notes 

Go to our website at  

bloomfieldmaplesmontessori.com 

and read the monthly 

newsletter, check-out upcoming 

events and calendar, learn 

what is new in the school, 

etc.. 
 

Stay connected! 

 

Office Notes 

Thank you so much 

to Mr. Simmer 

(Mariam’s dad – Ms. 

Cheryl’s class) for 

bringing in his 

Backhoe Loader and 

for letting the 

children climb all 

over it.  The 

children loved it. It 

made for a very 

exciting day. 
 



 

 
  

  
 

It has been great to see the children settle into the classroom and get into a routine.  

They have already become such independent little people and proud of it.  Friendships 

have developed and it has been rewarding to see respect and caring for each other.   
  

November and December 

are always a very busy time in the classroom and this 

year is no different.   We will be talking about 

Thanksgiving and listening to the story of 

Thanksgiving.    We will be making hats to wear when 

we all take part in tasting the Stone Soup, that the 

children have prepared. They will act out the story too.    

Leading up to this holiday, we will talk about what we 

are thankful for in our lives and talk about people who 

are not so fortunate as us.  We will be making up 

baskets for families who are not able to have a 

Thanksgiving feast without our help.  The children 

learn what all the vegetable and items we pack are 

called and then they sort and share between the 

baskets.  They have so much fun doing this.   
 

We had a visit from Science Alive.   Ms. Terry brought 

many live animals to the classroom for the children to 

experience.  The children had a wonderful time.    They 

learned about each animal, what it ate where it lives 

and other important information as well as being able 

to gently pet each one.  In class we are learning about 

all the different types of animals. We are also talking 

about hibernation and migration.  
 

We are studying the different planets and facts about 

each one.  We will sing a song about the planets and 

work on an art project showing the order and relative 

size.  This is always a popular project.  
 

We continue to work on the continents.  The children 

are being taught where each continent is on the map 

of the world and we learn a rhyme that reminds us of 

each continent.   
 

The Sensorial shelf continues to expand as more work 

is presented on the circle.  The “Geometric solids” is a 

popular work.   Two people are able to work on this 

together learning the names and playing a memory 

game.   Rough and smooth has been introduced.  We 

also felt the different textures of gourds and 

miniature pumpkins.    We are practicing listening skills.  

This skill is especially important at circle time.  This is 

probably one of the hardest skills to learn.  The Sound 

cylinders have been introduced. 
 

The Math area continues to be very busy.  A few of 

the children are very interested in the colored beads 

and are eager to practice their number writing.  The 

early math area works change as the season changes 

which keep the younger children interested in the 

numbers.  The composition of large numbers is 

happening and addition 

is currently being 

practiced.  The children 

involved in this are very 

excited and eager to 

progress.  It has been a 

joy to watch.  The 

younger children are 

enthralled, observing 

this work. Observing is 

such an important part 

of a child’s day. 
 

In Language the object box has been introduced.  

There is a sound of the week and small objects 

beginning with this sound are placed in a box.  The 

sound is formed on a chalkboard and then placed on the 

language shelf.  This work is initially presented on 

circle.  The children love to then think of other 

objects beginning with this sound.  The children who 

are already reading continue to progress and other 

children are working hard on their word building and 

sight words in readiness.  Reading cannot be rushed.  

It is a process that takes time and patience.  Push 

pinning is a popular work and is a great skill in preparing 

a child for writing.  The push pinning outlines change 

according to holidays. 
 

In Practical Life water has been introduced so please 

make sure your child has adequate spare clothing in 

their box.  Please label all your children’s spare 

clothing and if it comes home, please send in 

replacement clothing the next day.    The children have 

enjoyed scrubbing the pumpkin for a few days, drawing 

on the pumpkin and finally the carving.   This is a great 

experience for them.  Looking, smelling and feeling the 

inside of the pumpkin.  We checked out the seeds and 

roasted them.  The exercise with the pumpkin was a 

full sensorial experience for the children.    

Pre K and K 1 Classroom News 
Ms. Cheryl - Directress 



 

 

More painting exercises will be introduced in the Art 

Area, so please make sure your child has an art shirt 

or smock to protect their clothing.  Coloring is always 

available in this area as well as a particular project 

usually related to the holiday or season. 

 

The children will be practicing their holiday songs and getting ready for their 

performance on Dec 14th.  Please mark your calendars.  The timing of the 

individual class performances will be sent home soon. 
 

Thank you to all the volunteers for the Halloween party and making it such a fun 

time.  We couldn’t pull it off without your help.   I think this is one of the most 

favorite holidays for the children. 
 

Kindness Is Like Snow, It Beautifies Everything It Covers - Ms. Cheryl, Ms. Meg, Ms. Gloria & Ms. Carole 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Colds are common in school, but if your child is experiencing a fever, he or she must 

be kept home from school during the course of a fever and for an additional 24 hours 

of being medication and “fever free”.   

 

If your child has a “heavy” cold and a hacking cough, keep your child at home and in 

bed, even if he/she has no fever.   

 

Medication Policy: 
 

• If you have given your child medication before school, please let our staff know 

 

• Medication that needs to be given to your child during school hours must be 

dropped off in the school office with a Medication Permission Slip (this includes 

cough drops and vitamins) 

 

•  Never put medications in a back pack. 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 

The first two months of our school year has been very busy. The students are learning the 

importance of working hard to completion.  With each accomplishment it builds confidence 

and capable and motivated individuals. We are hoping to continue this trend.   
 

With the holiday season fast approaching, every day we are making efforts to point out 

when the students are displaying kind acts in hopes that it becomes a regular and 

unconscious part of their day. As we grow closer to Thanksgiving we will draw attention to how fortunate we are and 

how thankful we should be.  We will show kindness by making Thanksgiving baskets to give to a family in need so they 

can have a fulfilling Thanksgiving.  In December we hope to help people in need through our annual coat drive. Take 

your child out to help pick out a coat for a child and talk about how good it feels to help another. 
 

In the classroom as part of our Practical Life area we 

will be learning about food preparation with cutting, 

rolling and grating.  Along with this the children will 

learn Table setting and grace and courtesy. We are 

practicing zipping, buttoning, snapping and tying with 

the dressing frames. We hope that these daily living 

skills will carry throughout their life. 
 

In Sensorial the students are learning shapes both one 

dimensional and three dimensional with use of the 

Geometric Cabinet and the Geometric Solids. They also 

like exploring creating shapes such as rhombus, 

trapezoid, parallelogram, hexagon along with square, 

rectangle and triangle using the geometric boxes. The 

children are learning various vocabulary meanings using 

the materials such as thick and thin, largest and 

smallest.  
 

In Language we continue 

to work toward reading.  

Each week the children 

are given lessons in 

beginning, middle and 

ending sounds and 

concept development. 

Then they move toward 

wordbuilding along with 

practice in consonant 

blends, digraphs and sight 

words. Regular reading to your child at home will teach 

sentence structure, elements of a story, and 

enjoyment needed to become a reader. 

 

In Math we are working with counting, symbol 

recognition randomly, and giving proper quantity. The 

older students are working with the operations in both 

4 place and single digit. Colored bead materials are a 

favorite for the younger students giving them the one 

to one correspondence and matching the proper 

number to the color. Please practice counting forwards 

and backwards and by 10’s, 5’s and 2’s. This helps as a 

reference for children to use when using math 

materials. 
 

We are working hard in Writing by using the sand tray, 

letter and number formations and sentence writing 

with capital letters and punctuation. 
 

In Geography we have completed the Solar System 

that the children have thoroughly enjoyed learning 

about. We will now concentrate on the Earth and its 

needs.   Science will center around living/non-living and 

plant/animal. 
 

We also will highlight on the origins of Thanksgiving 

and then in December 

celebrate different Holiday 

traditions. Anyone wishing to 

share a cultural or traditional 

meaning with the children we 

would love it. We will conclude 

with our musical performance 

and Holiday Luncheon.

 

• Please take a moment to replenish the clothing boxes for winter appropriate clothing. 

• Thank you to all the parents who helped in our Halloween celebration. 
• Thank you to Mrs. Bakkal – our library mom this year. 
• Please make sure the children have warm mittens, snow pants and waterproof boots for outdoor play. 

Autumn Is A Second Spring When Every Leaf Is A Flower…Enjoy The Beautiful Season –  
Ms. Jeanette, Ms. Beth, Ms. Sue & Ms. Julia 

Pre K and K 2 Classroom News 
Ms. Jeanette - Directress 

 



 

 

 
  

Incredible as it may seem, we have completed over two months of 

school already! We are always so busy during the holiday time. We 

like to share our cultural diversity in Montessori and celebrate 

different holidays from around the world. It is so delightful that 

we are all unique and share our differences and many similarities during this time. We have many holiday activities 

including sharing in the story of Thanksgiving, making gifts for our families, and singing songs. Thank you to all of the 

parents who volunteered for our Halloween Celebration making crafts with the class.  
 

We have kept very busy in the class so far, with all of the children progressing at their own pace in all areas of the 

classroom. The children have settled in a daily routine, are more independent and confident during work time. It is 

so great to see the children respond to the Montessori ‘peaceful environment.’  
 

In Practical Life, the 

children are busy 

stringing, tonging, and 

tweezing to help work 

on their hand-eye 

coordination.  We have 

introduced buckling and 

bow-tying Frames. We 

will be ‘crushing’ 

different spices which 

the kids also love to do. 

We are also learning folding, and how to set the table. 

This is one of the children’s favorite works in the class. 

Please encourage your child to help set the table at 

home, especially during all of the holiday festivities.  
 

In Sensorial, we have introduced the tray of triangles 

from the Geometric Cabinet and the first two sets of 

Geometric Solids. We have the basket out on the shelf 

with squash, different kinds of pumpkins, and Indian 

Corn so that the children can enjoy and feel the 

different textures of these objects. We are using our 

Olfactory sense by smelling different spices and 

baking and cooking for the holidays. We are developing 

our tactile sense with the Rough and Smooth touch 

boards, Fabric boxes and Mystery bags.  
 

In Language, the older children are working hard in 

their Workbooks and Comprehension Books while 

practicing reading as well. Some children are 

practicing beginning sounds and then tracing the 

sounds with the Sandpaper letters and also in the Sand 

Tray. Some are also practicing Wordbuilding on the rug 

with the Moveable Alphabet. Please continue to read 

with or to your child at home. All of the children 

continue to do Pushpinning, Metal Insets, and Name 

Tracing. We are working on the formation of letters, 

so please use colored pencils at home with your child 

for coloring to help develop a better pencil grip. 

Coloring with your child can also be very peaceful.  

Thank you to Mrs. Bakkal for being our Library Mom 

this year.  
 

In Math, the children count everyday! We start every 

day by having our ‘speed count’ around the circle. We 

also count how many days have gone by so far in the 

month every day. Please count with your child every 

day. Even if you are setting the table, this is a great 

opportunity to count forks, knives, napkins, and place 

settings. The older children are working on the 

Decimal System, addition, Complex numbers, and the 

Bead Cabinet. The Bead Cabinet is a beautiful 

Montessori material that helps children with skip 

counting, addition, and multiplication. The younger 

children are working hard to remember the colored 

bead material and their one-to-one correspondence. 

We have been talking about fractions on circle by 

cutting apples in halves, thirds, and quarters. We have 

the Fraction Cones and Fraction Circles work out on 

the shelf.  
 

In Science, we have been busy with seasonal topics 

such as Life Cycle of the Pumpkin and Parts of the 

Pumpkin, Parts of the Tree, Falling leaves and Mr. 

Bones. We are currently learning about the Solar 

System, another favorite topic with the children.  
 

 

 

Pre K and K 3 Classroom News 
Ms. Stacy - Directress 

 



 

 

In Geography, we have been naming continents and 

singing our ‘Continent Song.’ We have introduced the 

Continent Puzzle Map and talked about the North and 

South Pole, Hemispheres, and Oceans and will be 

covering the different animal habitats. Next month we 

will be celebrating ‘The Children of the World’ and 

talking about the different holidays around the world. 

Please let us know if you would like to share your 

culture/tradition/holiday with the children on circle. 

The children really love these presentations.

Pre K-3 Bulletin 
 

• Please do NOT send in goody/treat bags for your child’s birthday. We 

really are not having a party, rather we are having a ‘celebration’ of your 

child’s life. A small treat to send in is great. Please also NO frosting. 
  

• Please make sure your child has hat/gloves/snow pants/thick coat to go 

out for recess. Please practice putting it on at home. Children should be 

proficient at dressing themselves for recess. 
 

• If you would like to sign up for a day to share your holiday let us know!  
 

People Don't Notice Whether It's Winter or Summer When They're Happy –  
Ms. Stacy, Ms. Sheila & Ms. Maysoon 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The holidays offer a perfect opportunity to show your child what is truly important and 

meaningful to your family.  Make every effort to not get drawn in to the holiday hype.  

We work very hard rushing around trying to create a “perfect” holiday experience for 

our family.  A perfect holiday is perfectly unattainable, so aim for one or two traditions 

that will bring an experience that your children will remember, such as; chopping down 

a tree together, a holiday puzzle, and a book that you read every year, or baking 

together.  One or two traditions creates memories, doing it all creates stress and no 

one is enjoying themselves when the family is stressed.  Gifts can be simple and your 

children will still love you and what they receive.  It does not take much to make a young 

heart happy.   
 

House Keeping/Classroom Keeping: 
 

• Please have your child arrive to school between 9:00-9:15. Children who arrive late 

miss circle time and the presentation of new work as well as crucial parts of our work 

time and disrupt the flow in the classroom.  If you are arriving at 9:15 or later please 

use the front entrance of the school to shorten the interruptions. 
 

• We can only go outside if the temperature, including wind chill, is 30 degrees or 

higher.  So we will be having recess indoors and playing games as the weather continues 

to get cold.  On days when it is 30 and above at 11:00 am we will be outdoors so please 

be sure to send your child to school with a warm coat, hat, mittens (easy on, easy off), 

and boots. 

 

 

Toddler Classroom News 
Ms. Heidi - Directress 

 



 

 

Work on the Shelves: 
 

• Shoveling Snowflakes (Spooning) 

• Twisting 

• Number Box with Pegs 

• Snapping Blocks 

• Naming Fruits and Vegetables 

 

A big Toddler Room thanks to Mrs. Craig for being our library parent this year.  Thank you 

for your extra time and effort.  The books are loved and appreciated. 
 

No Winter Lasts Forever, No Spring Skips Its Turn –  
Ms. Heidi, Ms. Sana, Ms. Debbie & Ms. Jean 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Halloween 
Celebration 

Wednesday, October 31st  
 

It was another honking, 

traffic stopping, good 

parade by our wonderful 

enthusiastic children.  

Special thanks goes out to 

all the parents who helped 

in the classrooms, came as 

spectators to our parade 

and provided treats for 

the students. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teach Real Life Skills 
In The Classroom 

 

 How to use utensils in daily life  

(spooning, cutting) 

 

 

 

 

 How to care for self  

(putting on a coat, shoes) 

 

 Using tools that teach hand/eye coordination 

     (stringing, pushpinning) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Allows pre-writing and writing opportunities 

 

 Give jobs that the student is responsible for 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Allowing the children to practice mastery 

At Home 
 

 Allow children to help in cooking 

(cutting vegetables, stirring ingredients) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Allow children to be involved in packing lunch 

 

 Have an art center with various materials 

(remember it is the process not the product) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Allow children to get themselves dressed 

 

 Teach bathroom independence 

 

 Give jobs at home 

(making the bed, washing dishes) 

Why This Is Important… 
 

Children at this age enjoy and even prefer spending time helping adults 

with their activities.  When allowed to do so the children learn that their 

contributions are valued and that you believe they are capable.  This 

boosts their confidence and self-esteem.  It also allows for more 

independence.  Indirectly they are developing fine motor skills, while 

strengthening their concentration and cognitive skills. 


