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 PARENT CONNECTION 
“Holiday” Issue – 2017

 

From the desk of Ms. Jeanette…. 
 

Why Read with your child? 
 

Every parent would like to give their child all the advantages they can for academic success. The question as a 

parent always is what can I do to help? The answer is so simple.  READ!!!!  For those of you who know me or have 

had me as your child’s teacher know how much of an advocate I am of reading to your child on a daily basis. I boast 

of its importance in so many ways and how this small gesture by you can make an extraordinary impact on your 

child’s academic success. This begins the day the baby is born, not when he or she starts school.  So I find myself 

again reiterating the benefits of daily reading. 
 

The Benefits are: 
 

1. Snuggling up with a book lets the two of you 

slow down and enjoy time together. What is 

more important than that? Sure a baby will 

not sit still for long. But if you persevere in 

reading suddenly that baby is sitting, listening 

and enjoying the story. It becomes the most 

pleasurable part of the day.  

2. Reading is important because it develops the 

mind. The mind is a muscle and it needs to be 

worked. 

3. Reading aloud builds many important 

foundational skills, introduces vocabulary, 

teaches them to predict outcome, provides a 

model of fluent, expressive reading, and helps 

children recognize what reading for pleasure 

is all about.  Then when your toddlers 

“pretend reads” he will be able to form proper 

language or the preschooler will sound out 

words on his own. 

4. Learning to read is about listening and 

understanding. It improves focus and 

concentration. 

5.  Students who are exposed to reading before 

preschool are more likely to do well in all 

facets of formal education.  

6. When you spend time reading to toddlers and 

preschoolers, they’ll be much more likely to 

express themselves and relate to others in a 

healthy way. 

7. There will be a better ability to use logical 

thinking skills by grasping abstract concepts 

and recognizing cause and effect. When a 

child can relate in a book to real life 

situations it makes sense. 

8. When your child confronts a new experience, 

sharing a relevant story is a great way to help 

ease the transition. For instance, if your child 

is nervous about starting school, reading a 

story dealing with this topic shows her that 

her anxiety is normal. 

9. Learning about things that they are unfamiliar 

of: the scary spider, the child in the 

wheelchair, the holiday custom.  

10. Comprehension of the story and memory 

retention is vital to be successful in school. 

It’s so exciting to watch the toddler “re-

read” the book you just read to them almost 

verbatim even though they cannot read the 

text yet. This is a child that has developed 

good memory retention. 
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11. You get to learn about the world. It’s so much 

fun to watch the curiosity of the young child 

connecting with real life. What better way to 

learn about anything than through books. 

12. It expands your imagination.  Have you ever 

watched your preschooler play with their dolls 

and making up stories?  Where do they get 

their ideas from? Books! 

13. It helps you to learn what interests your child 

by what books they are drawn to. 

14.  You give the message that reading is fun.  

It’s so rewarding to watch your child choose a 

book rather than a video game as their 

entertainment of choice.  

Watching the excitement in a child’s face and expression when they enjoy a book is so empowering.  

Finally, as your child learns to read and becomes a good reader don’t stop reading to your child. Continue to feel the 

closeness that you had when they were little. Make it a family activity. Read a chapter book. Read the same book as 

your child. Talk about the story and your impression of the book. 

So enjoy reading together. 
 

The More You Read, The More You Will Know ~ Ms. Jeanette 
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Winter Weather 
 

 

Remember to dress your child in appropriate clothing, for both indoor and outdoor play; winter 

coat, waterproof mittens (NOT gloves), hat, snowpants and boots.   

 

Minimum temperatures (this includes wind chill) for outdoor play: 

PreK/Kindergarten: 20 degrees 

Toddlers:  30 degrees  

 

On “bad weather” days, please check the BMMC website or watch your local news channel for 

any school updates.  A mass email will also be sent to parents with notification of any school 

closings.  Bloomfield Maples Montessori Center will close, due to inclement weather, only if you 

see our school name specifically mentioned.   



 

 

❖ Change of Clothes:  Winterize your child’s   “Cubby Clothes”.  Please 

make sure the extra uniform clothes in your child’s cubby are warm; 

long sleeve white shirts and blue pants.  (Please label all clothing 

with your child’s name.) 

 
❖ Hot Lunch Program:  Try our ‘Hot Lunch Program’ the month of December.  Both the students and the staff 

have been enjoying the convenience and variety of our delicious and healthy meals in our ‘Hot Lunch Program’.  

Also, please remember to make a copy and/or photo of the menu for yourself. 
 

❖ Thanksgiving Feast Baskets: Our students and staff will be assembling “Thanksgiving Feast Baskets”, with 

food donations from all of our BMMC families. The baskets will be given to local families in need, so they too 

can share in a traditional Thanksgiving Feast Celebration. Notes have been sent home. 
 

❖ Holiday Gift Giving Program:  Please participate in our “Holiday Gift Giving” program and help a 

family in need by purchasing a warm winter coat, hat and gloves for a child.  In the front hallway are 

tags with the different sizes that are needed.  Please take a moment, to pick a ‘tag’ and help a child 

keep warm this winter. 
 

❖ Parent Communications: 

 Please make sure that your child’s teacher is 

notified of any injury that may have happened 

at home. When we see a scrape or bump, we 

want to care for the student properly. 

 Please give notes directly to staff/office 

and label with your child’s name. 

Unfortunately we are unable to check your 

child’s backpack every day.  Also, when your 

child comes home, please make sure to check 

his or her bag daily for notes from school. 

 Parents please make sure you update your 

child’s “Emergency White Card” if any of 

your important information has changed. 

 With the cold and flu season upon us, if you 

have given your child medication before 

school, please let our staff know. Sometimes  

 

 

behavior changes are a result of medication. 

Any medication that needs to be given to your 

child, during school hours, must be dropped 

off in the school office along with a 

Medication Permission Slip completely filled 

out.  This includes cough drops and vitamins.  

Never put medications in a back pack. 

 Also, colds are common in school, but if your 

child is experiencing a fever, he or she 

must be kept home from school during the 

course of a fever and for an additional 24 

hours of being medication and “fever free”.  

If your child has a “heavy” cold and a hacking 

cough, keep your child at home and in bed, 

even if he/she has no fever.   

 In addition, we ask that you call the school if 

your child will be absent for any reason. 
 

Children Reinvent Your World For You   ~ Ms. Diane & Ms. Elizabeth 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office Notes 

Go to our website at  
www.bloomfieldmaplesmontessori.com and read the monthly newsletter, check-
out upcoming events and calendar, learn what is new in the school, etc.. 

 

Stay connected! 
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It is hard to believe that we are already talking about November and December.  The School year seems to have 

only just begun.  On the other hand, we look around and see all the maturing and learning that has taken place in 

the last couple of months.  
 

It was so much fun seeing all the children in their Halloween costumes.  I’m sure this has to be the most favorite 

holiday for children.  They have undivided parent attention, they are outdoors and walking in whatever weather we 

have on this night and of course they get candy.   The whole package for a satisfied child.  The party went very well 

and thank you to my amazing parent volunteers.  Without you we would not be able to carry off such a great party.   
 

The classroom is now full of Montessori materials and most of the children are respecting the rules and using the 

materials how they have been shown.  The classroom has a very happy atmosphere. 

We have been very lucky with the weather this fall, and have been able to go outside for recess, sometimes 

without jackets, but I think the colder weather is here to stay.  Please make sure your child has a warm coat, and 

hat and gloves.  As soon as its gets even colder snow pants will be needed.   
 

In Practical Life, we will be adding water, so please 

be prepared for clothes to get wet.  Check your 

child’s spare clothes box and make sure there are 

clothes in there.  This is also a good time to make 

sure that the clothes are suitable for winter. 
 

In Sensorial, we will continue learning the names of 

the geometric solids and feeling different textures, 

introducing the words rough and smooth.   We are 

also working with colors and how we mix colors to 

make a new color.   
 

In Math and Language, the children will be 

progressing at their individual rate.  We continue to 

count on circle and would appreciate your help in also 

counting with your child in everyday situations and 

talking about numbers you see around you.  Continue 

to read with your child everyday, and let this become 

a habit that passes to your child when they are 

reading themselves.  We are helping to build the 

foundation for the rest of their lives.  Playing “I spy” 

with your child is a fun thing to do and also helps your 

child become confident in the sounds.  You can do this 

in the car and at home, even while you are busy in the 

kitchen.  Ask your child to find an object beginning 

with a certain sound.   
 

In Geography, we have been working on learning the 

name of the continents and where they are situated 

on the map of the world.  We have worked on the 

North America map and talked about the different 

countries. We have a continent box out on the shelf 

with artifacts from North America for the children 

to look at. 
 

In Science some of the hyacinth bulbs are starting 

to grow roots.  The children are all being very patient 

watching for this to happen.  Meanwhile we thought it 

would be fun to grow grass seed in a cup with your 

child’s face on the front so it appears to be their 

hair.  This is growing very quickly. They are having so 

much fun observing this and discussing who has most 

hair.  The hyacinth bulb and the grass seed is a great 

comparison of speed of growth. 
 

During November and December the children will be practicing for their Holiday performance. Please mark your 

calendar for December 15th. Details of the time for each classroom performance will be sent to you shortly.   This 

is a special time for the children.   
 

Thanksgiving is a time when we all think about what we are thankful for.  The children will 

be told about Thanksgiving and why we celebrate.  We are going to read the story of stone 

soup and make our own.  The children will be chopping up the vegetables for the soup and 

then it will be served to the children.  They will then have the opportunity to say what 

they are thankful for and we will have a display of their thoughts in the classroom.  
 

 

Pre K and K 1 Classroom News 

Ms. Cheryl - Directress 
 



 

 

We will be talking about various holiday traditions and we are very grateful for Anisha’s Mom (Mrs. Mittal) for 

coming in to talk about Diwali in October and also for the yummy sweet.  A special thank you to Fraser and his mom 

for sharing the traditions of Scotland. We always welcome parents who would like to come in and share a tradition 

or a special talent that they have with the children.    
 

Wishing you all a very happy Holiday and look forward to seeing you all back safe and sound in January. 
 

Sometimes The Smallest Things Take Up The Most Room In Your Heart ~ 

Ms. Cheryl, Ms. Meg, Ms. Kelly and Ms. Gloria 
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As we prepare for the holidays it is important to remember the smallest members of your family and how the 

stress and excitement of the holiday season can affect a toddler.  Be certain you are taking the best care of 

yourself so you can be attentive to your child’s needs.  Often families get so busy and can neglect what they value 

the most.  Be aware that the memories and traditions you share with your family will be most cherished in the 

future.  It is rare that a child remembers gifts over experiences. 

 

Classroom Focus: 

• Colors and Shapes 

• Rote Counting 

• Numeral Recognition 

• Feelings 

• Naming Fruits and Vegetables 

• Building a Solid “Cycle of Activity” 

 

“I’ve learned that people will forget what you said, people will forget what you did, but 

people will never forget how you made them feel.”        -Maya Angelou 

 

We are absolutely thrilled with our class this year.   

Thank you for being a part of our BMMC family. 
 

A Parent’s Life Is A Child’s Guide ~  
Ms. Heidi, Ms. Sana and Ms. Debbie 

 

 

 

 

Toddler Classroom News 

Ms. Heidi - Directress 
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The first two months of our school year has simply flown by. One of our goals 

when we begin each year is for the students to learn the importance of working 

hard to completion.  With each accomplishment it builds confidence and capable 

and motivated individuals. We are hoping to continue this trend throughout the year.  
 

As the holidays grow closer it can become a very hectic time of the year.  This is a good time to point out what we 

are thankful for and how we can help others.  We will be helping others by making Thanksgiving baskets to give to 

families in need so they can have a fulfilling Thanksgiving.  Into December we will demonstrate how to help people 

in need through our annual coat drive. Take your child out to help pick out a coat for a child in need and talk about 

how good it feels to help another. 
 

In the classroom as part of our Practical Life area 

we will be learning about food preparation with 

cutting, rolling and grating.  Along with this the 

children will learn table setting and grace and 

courtesy. Instead of a Thanksgiving feast this year 

we will be reading the story “Stone Soup”. This story 

emphasizes how only thinking of one’s self is very 

selfish and how working together can benefit 

everyone. We will be making our own Stone soup to 

eat.  
 

In Language we continue to 

work toward reading. Each 

week we add new readers to 

our reading group. The 

children are given lessons in 

beginning, middle and ending 

sounds and concept 

development. Then they 

move toward word building 

along with practice in 

consonant blends, digraphs 

and sight words. Regular reading to your child at 

home will teach sentence structure, elements of a 

story, and enjoyment needed to become a reader.   
 

In Math we are working with counting, symbol 

recognition randomly, and giving proper quantity. The 

older students are working with the operations in 

both 4 place and single digit. Please practice counting 

forwards and backwards and by 10’s, 5’s and 2’s. This 

helps as a reference for children to use when using 

math materials. 
 

Writing is a regular part of the cycle of activity in 

many areas of the classroom. For the youngest 

writers it begins with push pinning and metal inset 

work.  Feeling the sandpaper numbers and letters 

helps internalize the shape of each, followed by 

tracing in a sand tray. The chalkboard is often the 

next step. With proper grip the children practice 

writing with gridded paper and finally proper lined 

paper. 
 

In Geography we have completed the Solar System 

that the children have thoroughly enjoyed learning 

about. We will now concentrate on the Earth and its 

needs.  We also will highlight on the origins of 

Thanksgiving and then in December celebrate 

different Holiday traditions around the world. 

Anyone wishing to share a cultural or traditional 

meaning with the children would be most welcome. We 

will conclude with our musical performance and 

international luncheon. Science will center around 

living/non-living and 

plant/animal and 

then the 

classification of fish. 
 

We would like to thank our parents who helped make our Halloween Celebration a 

success and the generosity of our parents for their contributions to the 

Thanksgiving baskets and to our annual coat drive. May you always be blessed! 
 

 

Be The Change You Want To See In The World ~ 

Ms. Jeanette, Ms. Beth, Ms. Sue and Ms. Julia 

 

Pre K and K 2 Classroom News 

Ms. Jeanette - Directress 
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Here we go! One of the busiest times of the year, the holidays are fast approaching and 

what a wonderful start to the school year. The changes in the children are evident as you 

can see how well they have transitioned into the first weeks of school. Their happy faces 

and eagerness to start each school day each week is a sign of more good things to come. In 

the Montessori environment we love to learn about all the different holidays and cultures 

during this time. The holidays are a great time for us to talk about being thankful, and how all the children of the 

world come together and celebrate each other, and the similarities as well as the differences. Learning about the 

holidays of different cultures embraces the Montessori principals of inclusion and peace and helps students 

understand that celebrations have had a great significance to people throughout time and across all cultures.  We 

are teaching the children that it is wonderful to be different and honor what is unique about each culture and 

person, and let us celebrate our humanity together. 

In Language, we are working 

on beginning sounds, blending 

sounds, and wordbuilding. 

The children are busy 

working on name tracing, 

metal insets, and pushpinning 

work to better develop fine 

motor skills and their grip 

for writing. The older 

children are excited to be 

busy in their workbooks, 

reading, and writing words and sentences in their 

writing notebooks. We read stories on circle to 

better increase the children’s vocabulary and 

comprehension of the story. We have read stories 

such as ‘The Tortoise and the Hare’, ‘Little Red Riding 

Hood,’ ‘Henny Penny,’ ‘Buzzy the Bee,’ and ‘Have you 

Filled a Bucket Today?’  

In Math, some children are working with the colored 

bead bars, number recognition, and one to one 

correspondence. We love to practice our speed count 

on circle each morning and find out how many children 

are in the class today. You can practice rote counting 

at home as well by counting clothes as you fold them, 

peas on your plate, or books on the shelf. Other 

children are working with the Golden Bead material 

and the Linear system, Tens, Teen numbers, the 100 

board, and Math operations. We have introduced the 

children to fractions with such works as the Fraction 

Cones, Cutting Pizza, and the Fraction Circle Puzzle.  

In Sensorial, we are working on the first two sets of 

geometric solids, the Geometric cabinet, which has 

trays of circles, squares, rectangles, and polygons, 

and our mystery bags where the children have to 

guess what objects are in different bags by using 

their sense of touch.  The children have been working 

with the Sound Cylinders to refine their auditory 

sense, and the color tablets to enhance their visual 

discrimination. We will also be feeling different types 

of fabrics in the Fabric Boxes.  

In Practical Life, the children have been busy 

pouring, spooning, stringing, and tonging. We have 

introduced the Buttoning, Zipping, Velcro, and 

Snapping frames. The children are becoming so 

independent in self-care. We are always encouraging 

the children to help themselves as much as possible. 

We will be working on setting the table, silverware 

sorting, and napkin folding. Please involve your child 

as much as possible when setting the table and 

getting ready for the holiday festivities.  

In Science, we have been busy with the Parts of the 

Apple, different kinds of apples, The Life cycle of 

the Pumpkin, and the parts of the Pumpkin. The 

children really loved scooping out the pumpkin we had 

in the class and looking and feeling what was inside. 

This was a fun sensorial experience. We have learned 

to classify Living and Non-Living, Plants and Animals 

and we will soon be talking about our first Class of 

animals, Mammals. We will also be learning about 

animal habitats.  

Pre K and K 3 Classroom News 

Ms. Stacy - Directress 
 



 

 

In Geography, we are learning the names of the 

continents, and Oceans on the Globe. We have talked 

about means of transportation of land, air and water. 

We have talked about Day and Night and why this 

happens, as well as the changing seasons as the Earth 

revolves around the sun.  We will next explore the 

Solar System! This is a great unit to talk about at 

home when looking up at the night sky with your child.  

We will also be talking about the story of Thanksgiving as well as other holidays happening in the next two months. 

Please let me know if you would like to share your culture/holiday/traditions with 

the class. The children would love to hear about your celebrations around the 

world!  

 

Life Is A Different Picture When Viewed  

Through The Eyes Of A Child ~  

Ms. Stacy, Ms. Sheila and Ms. Maysoon 
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Halloween Celebration 
Tuesday, October 31st  

 

Another great “scary” parade provided by our 

wonderful enthusiastic children.  Special thanks 

goes out to all the parents who helped in the 

classrooms, came as spectators to our parade 

and provided treats for the students. 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
    
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are presenting new works on the circle each day; the shelves are beginning 

to fill up with the Montessori materials, which we always refer to as ‘works’.  

 

One of the first sensorial works presented was the Pink Tower.  This work 

consists of 10 pink cubes, of graduated 3 dimensional sizes, which are built into 

a tower.  The work is designed to provide the child with a concept of "largest" 

to "smallest” in order to understand sequence and order. It is an indirect 

preparation to mathematics, decimal system and the preparation of the cube 

root! 

 

The work is presented to the children on circle, showing them how to carry 

the cubes, place the cubes on the rug, build the tower and return all the cubes, 

in the correct order, to the place they had got them from. 

  

Develops - Visual and small muscular perception of dimensions, coordinated 

movement and math readiness: 

• This awareness of dimensions leads to observation of the child’s 

environment. 

• Helps to make smoother and more coordinated movement. 

• Math readiness by introducing concepts of smaller, larger, prepares for 

the decimal and number system. 

 Extensions:  

• Learn vocabulary of largest, smallest, smaller, and larger.  

• Also learn to count from 1 - smallest cube to 10 - largest cube 

(foundation of addition) and then backwards (foundation of subtraction). 

• Shine a light on the pink tower cubes to show a shadow of each shape 

and size. 
 



 

 

The Purpose of Sensorial Exercises 
 

Sensorial Materials allow for individual work and repetition, and allows children to classify 

their sensorial impressions in an organized, orderly, and scientific manner. They have a 

built-in control of error, which builds in the child the habit of working independently, 

without fear of making mistakes, becoming comfortable in the fact that errors are essential to the process of 

learning.  Each of the Sensorial Materials isolates one defining quality such as color, weight, shape, texture, size, 

sound, smell, etc. The equipment emphasizes this one particular quality by eliminating or minimizing other 

differences.  
 

 

Featured Sensorial Materials: 
 

❖ The Pink Tower – to show size in three dimensions – largest to smallest 
❖ The Brown Stairs – introduces size difference in two dimensions – thin to thick 
❖ The Red Rods – recognize size in one dimension- length – short to long 
❖ Sound Cylinder – distinguish sounds and cultivate the art of listening 
❖ Knobbed Cylinders and Knobbless Cylinders – to show graduated differences of depth and diameter 
❖ Geometric Solids – like in color and texture, approximately the same size but different in shape 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A young child 

meets the world 

around him 

through the 

constant use of 

all his senses. 

The Brown Stairs 

Sound Cylinder 

The Red Rods 

Geometric Solids 

Knobbed and Knobbless Cylinders 


